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PRESENTATION LETTER  

 

Dear delegates, teachers and to whom it may concern,  

We wish you the warmest welcome to the XVII edition of Fórum FAAP. We are 

students enrolled in the third and fourth semester of the Internacional Relations course 

offered at FAAP. It is our second year at Fórum FAAP while having done other Fórum 

related events and participating as delegates, staff members and chair. This year, we 

have the honor to be the first participants of the FAO Committee.  

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations priorities since its 

first conference in 1950 are to ensure that the world is secure from crisis situations, 

hunger and food insecurity. Its mission has specific points regarding the health and 

welfare of people, “Our goal is to achieve food security for all and make sure that 

people have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives.” 

The world’s commitment, food and security policies towards this cause have a 

tremendous impact not only on many lives, but in the cooperation for a better and fairer 

world.  

This year’s theme about the use of pesticides will give the delegates the opportunity 

to share and acquire more knowledge, data and different viewpoints coming from each 

nation about its applications and how the committee will discuss to come to a 

conclusion that will benefit everyone. Knowing how food and water is a basic human 

right and are vital to each country the alarming increase of the use of pesticides during 

the past years has come forward as one of the FAO’s main topics of discussion. 

Considering all these factors, it can be said that the theme has a direct connection to the 

committee. Discussions taking place during the Fórum should be fruitful to all those 

involved.  

Once again, welcome to the FAO Committee! We are looking forward to help and 

assist you during the debates in order to come up with the best resolution.   

Kindest Regards, Isabelle Maeda Loricchio, Valerie Perego , Yasmin Tomazella  
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COMMITTEE HISTORY 

 

It is relevant understand and 

acknowledge the origins and 

background in which Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

was created to gather the ability to 

recognize its importance, mission and 

performance in the International System 

and in the life of many. The Food and 

Agriculture Organization was 

founded in 1945, becoming the oldest 

entity of the United Nations which, 

beforehand, 

it mission the maintenance of 

international peace and security. The 

United Nations does this by working 

to prevent conflict; helping parties in 

conflict make peace; peacekeeping; and 

creating the conditions to allow peace 

to hold and flourish. (UNITED 

NATION, 1945)  

A first look at FAO’s Preamble 

adopted when it was founded on the 16th 

of October 1945 in Quebec will therefore 

serve to indicate how the Organization is 

shaped and works.  

The Nations accepting this Constitution, 

being determined to promote the common 

welfare by further separate and collective 

action on their part for the purpose of: 

raising the levels of nutrition and standards 

of living of the peoples under their 

respective jurisdictions; securing 

improvements in the efficiency of the 

production and distribution of all food and 

agricultural products; bettering the 

condition of rural populations thus 

contributing toward an expanding world 

economy and ensuring humanity's freedom 

from hunger; and amended in 1965 by the 

addition of the phrase “and ensuring 

humanity's freedom from hunger. (FAO 

and WHO, 2003)  

The origins of FAO are indelibly 

linked to David Lubin, a successful 

Californian businessman who turned to 

farming, became concerned over the plight 

of farmers during the depression of the 

1880s and 1890s (FAO, 2015). Lubin was 

quick to understand that trade played 

a major role in agricultural price-setting 

only an international organization could 

successfully defend farmers’ interests. 

(Philips, 1981)  

Despite many obstacles an 

Organization along the lines he had in mind 

was created in 1905: the International 

Institute of Agriculture (IIA). (Philips, 

1981). The work of the institute 

was essentially technical in nature. 

However, at that time, agriculture’s 
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problems were compounded by growing 

economic and political forces, as seen 

during the Wall Street crash. (FAO, 1985)  

This first international 

intergovernmental Organization to deal 

with problems of agriculture generally 

functioned, within the limitations of its 

mandate, without serious interruption until 

World War II, after which its assets were 

absorbed by FAO. (Philips, 1981)  

During World War II, agricultural 

production was disrupted in vast areas. 

Factories that produced fertilizers, 

pesticides and farm machinery were 

destroyed or diverted to other uses. 

Trade in and distribution of agricultural 

products was seriously disrupted. Thus, 

while the problem of food supplies had 

already been discussed in the League of 

Nations in 1935, and attention had been 

drawn a half-century earlier to the plight of 

farmers who were unable to maintain an 

adequate level of income, it was during this 

period of special stress that the formation 

of FAO was planned, and it was during the 

early part of the post-war reconstruction 

period that FAO was brought into 

being. (FAO, 2003)  

In 16 October 1945, 42 countries 

acted in Quebec, Canada, to create FAO — 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations. In doing so they took 

another important step forward in man's 

perpetual struggle against hunger and 

malnutrition. For through the 

establishment of FAO they provided 

themselves, and the many other nations that 

were to enter the Organization, with a 

mechanism through which its Member 

Countries could deal with a set of problems 

that are of major concern to all countries 

and all people. (FAO, 2003)  

From the late 1940s onwards, the 

FAO focused on making its mark within 

the also emerging UN system, having its 

main target as being a form of technical 

assistant to all its members with the goal of 

boosting production in agriculture, fishery 

and forestry. "Since then, the FAO has 

partnered with a great deal of different 

International Organizations in development 

projects, whilst always staying true to its 

main goal.” (FAO, 2005)  

The Food and Agriculture 

Organization comprise its activities in five 

main areas, the first being putting 

information within reach and supporting 
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the transition to sustainable 

agriculture." This means that the FAO 

serves as a knowledge network, the 

experiences of staff (agronomists, foresters, 

fisheries) are used to collect, analyze and 

disseminate data with the main objective 

being aiding the environment". (FAO, 

2005)  

The second focal point of the FAO 

is to strengthen political will and sharing 

policy expertise. FAO lends its years of 

experience to member countries in devising 

agricultural policy, supporting planning, 

drafting effective legislation and creating 

national strategies to achieve 

rural development and hunger alleviation 

goals. "The implementation of these 

policies is then advocated for, encouraging 

member countries to provide sufficient 

financial resources to achieve 

the goa.”(FAO, 2005)  

Another main goal of the FAO is to 

booster public-private collaboration to 

improve smallholder agriculture. As a 

neutral forum, FAO provides the setting 

where rich and poor nations can come 

together to build common understanding. 

The FAO also works with engaging the 

food industry and other Organizations in 

providing all the help needed by farmers, 

even this being facilitating investments in 

strengthening the food sector. (FAO, 

2005)  

The fourth main scope of the FAO 

is to bring knowledge to the field. This 

means the FAO aims at putting knowledge 

to the test in a practical manner, this is 

done by working on numerous field 

projects around the world to develop newer 

and more sustainable ways of producing 

food.  (FAO, 2005)  

Lastly, FAO support countries 

prevent and mitigate risks. FAO develops 

mechanisms to monitor and warn about 

multi-hazard risks and threats to 

agriculture, food and nutrition. 

The Organization helps in spreading 

information to countries on how to reduce 

the risks and also, if needed, the FAO has 

disaster response plans that are coordinated 

at all levels. (FAO, 2005)  

FAO’s staff is composed of 

agronomists, specialists in forestry, fishery 

and animal resources, nutritionists, 

sociologists, anthropologists, scientists, and 

information management, 

legal, communication and statistical 

experts. They contribute to collecting an 
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enormous quantity of data and information 

on food, agriculture and natural resources, 

climate change and more, sharing them as 

much as possible. (FAO, 2018)  

Nowadays, FAO has one hundred 

ninety four Member Nations, two 

Associate Members and one Member 

Organization, with headquarters in Rome 

and present in some 130 countries. The 

41st Session of the Conference was held in 

Rome in June 2019. (FAO, 2019)  

The Conference is the ultimate 

decision-making body of the Organization, 

determining its overall policy and strategy 

and taking the final decisions on objectives, 

strategy and budget. It focuses on ensuring 

coherence in global policy issues and 

regulatory frameworks, acting on the 

recommendations of the FAO Technical 

Committees and Regional Conferences 

and, where appropriate, the FAO Council. 

More specifically, the Conference approves 

the Organization’s priorities, strategy and 

budget, having considered the 

recommendations of the Council. (FAO, 

2019)  

The Council acts in the period 

between conference sessions within the 

powers it has, such as those related to the 

global food and agriculture situation, and to 

the Organization’s activities, governance, 

financial management and constitutional 

matters. council members are elected by 

the conference and have rotating tenures of 

three years for the executive supervision of 

the program and the budget. (FAO, 2015)  

 

PROBLEM’S HISTORY 

   The practice of agriculture first 

began about 10,000 years ago in the 

Fertile Crescent of Mesopotamia where 

edible seeds were initially gathered by a 

population of hunters as it became more 

settled and farming became the way of 

life. Similarly, in China rice and millet 

were domesticated whilst rice and 

sorghum were farmed in the Sahel 

region of Africa about 7,500 years ago. 

Local crops were domesticated 

independently in West Africa and 

possibly in New Guinea and Ethiopia. 

In the American Continent corn, 

squashes, potato, and sunflowers were 

domesticated. 

 According to the Environmental 

Protection Agency, a pesticide is any 

substance that is used to destroy, repel, 
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control and prevent plants or animals 

which are considered to be pests, it 

embraces many different categories 

such as Insecticides, Herbicides, 

Fungicides and Bactericides, and Plant 

Growth Regulators. Their use has 

numerous beneficial effects including 

crop protection, preservation of food 

and prevention of vector-borne diseases 

such as dengue, leishmaniasis, and 

malaria. Nowadays, even with 

significant advances in agricultural 

science, losses due to pests and diseases 

range from 10-90%, with an average of 

35 to 40%, for all potential food and 

fiber crops.  

 In this matter, over time there 

were great incentives to find ways of 

overcoming the problems caused by 

pests and diseases. The first traces of 

the use of insecticides were recorded 

about 4500 years ago by Sumerians who 

used sulfur compounds to control 

insects and mites, whilst about 3200 

years ago the Chinese were using 

mercury and arsenical compounds for 

controlling body lice. 

 The following years after the 

Second World War, chemical pesticides 

have become the most important 

consciously-applied form of pest 

management. In some areas, alternative 

forms of pest control are still used 

heavily, such as the burning of the grass 

fields. The first production of pesticides 

was highly toxic compounds, such as 

arsenic and hydrogen cyanide. 

However, their use was later abandoned 

for its ineffectiveness and toxicity. Later 

on, pesticides were mostly composed of 

synthetic organic compounds, in other 

words, artificially carbon-containing 

compounds. 

 In the USA, these concerns, and 

the resulting public outcry prompted the 

US EPA (Environmental Protection 

Agency) to cancel the registration of the 

first modern pesticide DDT 

(Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) in 

1972. Still, its use is allowed in special 

cases, as in controlling vectors of 

human diseases, though, there is no 

manufacture and exportation of DDT.  

 Since then, it was analyzed that 

many populations of predatory birds 

have recovered remarkably. Though 

according to Audubon magazine, 

multiple pesticides used nowadays in 

the US are extremely toxic to birds, 

resulting in the deaths of thousands per 
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year even when used in the 

recommended way. Although pesticides 

were made to be toxic to pests, they can 

also be to humans and the environment. 

     Pesticide use in less developed 

countries increased from $641 million 

to almost $1 billion extensively used to 

control insect-borne diseases such as 

malaria from 1974 to 1978. By the end 

of that period, they consumed over one-

third of worldwide pesticide exports. As 

health and environmental laws become 

more stringent, companies generating or 

distributing pesticides are faced with 

increasing compliance costs. Because of 

this, some manufacturers of dangerous, 

poisonous or carcinogenic substances 

have chosen to locate in countries with 

more lenient environmental regulations. 

(28 Nat Resources J. 4, Fall 1988) 

 In the human body, pesticides 

have been linked to a wide range of 

health hazards, with over five million 

cases happening around the world 

ranging from short-term impacts such as 

headaches and nausea to chronic 

impacts like cancer, reproductive harm, 

and endocrine disruption. In February 

2009, the Agency for Toxic Substances 

and Disease Registry published a study 

that found that children who live in 

homes where their parents use 

pesticides are twice as likely to develop 

brain cancer versus those that live in 

residences in which no pesticides are 

used. In February 2009, the Agency for 

Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

published a study that found that 

children who live in homes where their 

parents use pesticides are twice as likely 

to develop brain cancer versus those 

that live in residences in which no 

pesticides are used. 

 Chronic health effects may even 

occur years after minimal exposure to 

pesticides in the environment, or result 

from the pesticide residues which we 

ingest through our food and water. A 

July 2007 study conducted by 

researchers at the California Department 

of Health Services and the UC Berkeley 

School of Public Health found a six fold 

increase in risk factors for autism 

spectrum disorders for children of 

women who were exposed to 

organochlorine pesticides. 

Worldwide it is estimated that 

approximately 1.8 billion people engage 

in agriculture and most use pesticides to 

protect the food and commercial 
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products that they produce and as a 

consequence; it has been estimated that 

as many as 25 million agricultural 

workers worldwide experience 

unintentional pesticide poisonings each 

year (World Health Stat Q. 1990). 

 

PROBLEM’S DEFINITION 

Considering the fact that 

pesticides are poisons, it is important to 

comprehend that they can harm more 

than only the so-called “pests” at which 

they are targeted. Being toxic, a number 

of health effects may be brought on by 

exposure to pesticides, as these are 

linked to a wide range of serious 

illnesses and diseases. 

 Exposure to pesticides may take 

place in many ways and under 

numerous circumstances, as various 

people come in contact with pesticides 

in various moments. For instance, 

farmers and farm workers may be 

exposed to pesticides in agriculture 

through the treatment of crops, plants 

and grain stores while those who live 

near farms may be exposed to pesticide 

drift, the unintentional diffusion of 

pesticides. Exposure also occurs in 

forestry, domestic and professional pest 

control, which takes place through the 

treatment of wood, for example, which 

is made through preservatives. The 

treatment of livestock with anti-parasitic 

preparations is also harmful for human 

health. 

 Even when not involved with the 

application and use of pesticides in the 

professional sense, pesticides are still 

very much present in everyday life, as 

exposure occurs during routine 

activities due to pesticides being 

sprayed in parks, pavements and 

playgrounds.  

 The side effects of pesticides 

may be acute or chronic. Acutely toxic 

pesticides can cause harmful or lethal 

effects after a single episode of 

ingestion, inhalation or skin contact. 

The symptoms are often times evident 

shortly after exposure and may be 

noticed in up to 48 hours, these can be 

presented as; allergies, eye and skin 

irritation, vomiting and diarrhea, 

extreme weakness and, finally, death.

 On the other hand, chronic (also 

known as long term) toxicity is the 



 

11 
 

result of an extended period of exposure 

to pesticides at low levels. The low 

doses don't always cause immediate 

effects, but over time, they may result in 

serious illnesses. Long term exposure to 

pesticides has been linked to the 

development of Parkinson´s disease, 

asthma, depression,  attention deficit 

and hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and 

cancer, including leukemia. 

 Pesticides are also known to 

interfere with hormones and hormone 

balance. Hormones act as the chemical 

messengers of the body and are 

necessary to regulate different 

functions, especially regarding growth 

and reproduction. The endocrine effects 

may be activated by very low 

concentrations of chemicals and may 

manifest as early puberty, diabetes, 

obesity, neurological disorders 

regarding brain development, thyroid 

tumors and even decreased fertility. 

These hormonal imbalances are caused 

by the excessive use of pesticides and 

other toxic substances which are used in 

large-scale agriculture. 

 A substance is considered 

carcinogenic when there is evidence 

that it can cause cancer. There are many 

different types of cancer, but all of them 

can be characterized by the 

development of abnormal cells that 

begin to divide without control and 

spread into surrounding tissues. Single 

exposure events rarely cause cancer but 

repeated contact (whether through 

ingestion or the eyes, skin or lungs) 

with the carcinogenic substance, even at 

very low doses, can lead to cancer. 

 One of the most worrying issues 

related to pesticide exposure is the fact 

that the effects of individual chemicals 

may be enhanced or altered when 

combined with one or more other such 

substances, this is known as the 

´cocktail effect´. It occurs because 

people are exposed to a large amount of 

pesticides every day and it is impossible 

to know the impact of pesticides on 

human health when these are combined 

into what may become a massive mix of 

toxic agents and cures may only be 

developed after symptoms start to show, 

which means there is no previous 

knowledge of the damages which may 

be brought on by pesticides until after 

exposure takes place.  
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 Globally there are more honey 

bees than other types of bee and 

pollinating insects, so it is the world’s 

most important pollinator of food crops. 

It is estimated that one third of the food 

that we consume each day relies on 

pollination mainly by bees, but also by 

other insects, birds and bats. 

Many domestic and imported 

fruits and vegetables require pollination. 

Examples include avocados, soybeans, 

asparagus, broccoli, celery, squash, and 

sunflowers for oil, cucumbers, citrus 

fruit, peaches, kiwis, cherries, 

cranberries and melons. For crops such 

as blueberries and almonds, the honey 

bee plays an essential role in pollination 

of commercial crops,  with around 80% 

of the US crop said to be dependent on 

honey bees. Honey bees can also 

pollinate clover and alfalfa, which are 

fed to cattle, so there are implications 

for the meat and dairy industry too. And 

that is not to mention the huge range of 

manufactured food products made from 

all these ingredients. 

In addition, honey bees play a 

significant role in the pollination of 

other important crops such as cotton and 

flax. And there are also a number of 

valuable non-food products produced by 

the honey bee, such as beeswax used in 

cleaning and beauty products . 

In 2008, the British Bee Keepers 

Association estimated that honey bees 

make a significant contribution to the 

£165 million annually generated for the 

UK economy through pollination by 

insects, with the figure put at £200 

million in 2009 by the UK’s Public 

Accounts Committee. Many flowering 

food crops in the UK rely on honey bees 

for this service, for example: apples, 

pears, field beans, runner and dwarf 

beans, broad beans, strawberries, 

blueberries, raspberries, blackberries 

and oil seed rape,  with 39 commercial 

crops reliant on bees in total. Even if a 

crop is not directly pollinated by a 

honey bee, the crop still benefits 

indirectly from being in an environment 

in which honey bees are working, due to 

the increased biodiversity in the area 

which stimulates the crop 

Scientists know that individual 

bees can be acutely poisoned while 

flying through pesticide-contaminated 

planter dust in a recently planted corn 

field. More commonly, they are 
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chronically poisoned at sublethal levels 

by eating and drinking contaminated 

pollen, nectar and water over time. Bees 

are then more likely to get sick. 

Through this simple example, it 

is possible to notice how not only 

humans are harmed by the excessive use 

of pesticides, as not only the poisons are 

toxic to us, they are also toxic to vital 

parts of our ecosystem. This is only one 

of many examples of how pesticides are 

harmful to the fauna and flora.  

 Still, pesticides are somehow 

regulated by each country. Different 

countries have different pesticide 

regulations, these include limits for 

pesticide residue on food, product 

registration requirements, and pesticide 

use restrictions. Because of this, 

pesticides in international trade can be 

subject to pesticide regulations from 

multiple countries.  

 Most countries have adhered to 

what began in the United States of 

America, the regulation of the amount 

of pesticide residue allowed on a given 

crop. The amount which is allowed on a 

crop for one country may not be the 

same amount allowed on the same crop 

in another country. This results in 

conflict in import/export deals, as 

countries are obliged to require 

information on crops to be imported 

before accepting a given crop.  

Many countries require 

registration prior to accepting a crop 

into their homeland. Each country has 

their own institution which cares for 

such registration. Still, import and 

export is an issue, as different pesticides 

are allowed by different countries. 

Because of this, it may be found 

difficult to import certain fruits, 

vegetables and even meats. The 

difficulty to import and export due to 

the differing laws in each country may 

result in different countries needing to 

import food from countries which are 

further away and often times not as 

convenient, which results in an 

ineffective trade, being unsustainable 

and inconvenient.  

PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS 

The health hazards and political 

issues of pesticides have turned them 

into a discussion which has been taken 
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globally and has been brought to the 

FAO as a topic of discussion multiple 

times throughout the years. It is clear 

that inercia regarding this issue will 

result both in health and economic 

complications and that delegations are 

needed to come up with resolutions 

regarding health, import and export and 

other topics which regard pesticides 

such as international law.   

Registration of pesticides is the 

process whereby the responsible 

national government or regional 

authority approves the sale and use of a 

pesticide following the evaluation of 

comprehensive scientific data 

demonstrating that the product is 

effective for its intended purposes and 

does not pose an unacceptable risk to 

human or animal health or to the 

environment. Registration is an 

important step in management of 

pesticides as it enables authorities 

primarily to determine which products 

are permitted to be used and for what 

purposes, and also to exercise control 

over quality, use levels, claims, 

labelling, packaging and advertising of 

pesticides, thus ensuring that the 

interests of end-users as well as the 

environment are well protected. It is 

emphasized that registration also 

involves regular or unscheduled review 

of already registered pesticides to 

determine whether they still meet the 

requirements, for instance after relevant 

new information has become available 

or when criteria are being adjusted. 

The International Code of 

Conduct on the Distribution and Use of 

Pesticides (also known as the Code of 

Conduct) describes the shared 

responsibility of many segments of 

society, including governments, 

industry, trade and international 

institutions. The Code of Conduct, 

originally adopted in 1985 by the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO)  and revised in 

2002, promotes optimal pesticide 

management practices that minimize 

potential risks to human health and the 

environment. The revised Code of 

Conduct includes the life-cycle 

approach to pesticide management and 

appeals to all private and public entities 

to support its implementation. The Code 

of Conduct provides a skeleton´ for 
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management of all pesticides, including 

those intended for use in agriculture and 

public health.  

The guidelines also promote 

transparency and exchange of 

information in the pesticide registration 

process as well as in monitoring and 

evaluation post-registration in order to, 

among other things, prevent duplication 

of efforts by other regulatory authorities 

as well as to inform all stakeholders 

about the risks of pesticides. 

Furthermore, the guidelines promote the 

advantages of establishing harmonized 

(by region or subregion) pesticide 

registration requirements, procedures 

and evaluation criteria. A well-

developed and managed legislation on 

pesticides, of which pesticide 

registration forms a key part, is crucial 

in the proper and effective management, 

regulation and control of pesticides in a 

country. Such legislation should include 

provisions for the management of the 

different aspects of pesticides 

throughout their life-cycle and include 

aspects related to manufacture, import, 

export, sale, storage, quality control, 

residues, licensing of pesticide vendors 

and professional pest control operators, 

advertising, quality control, packaging, 

disposal and use. 

In order to reach a common 

agreement regarding the issue with 

pesticides- their health and import 

conditions, delegations need to define 

what is considered harmful by each 

nation and how issues with 

transportation, international law and 

limitations imposed by each country 

affect the decision making of the Food 

and Agriculture Organization. It is vital 

to define what each country wants 

regarding the use of pesticides, what 

countries are more open to agreements 

and what countries are strict when 

regarding the use of pesticides. All in 

all, it is necessary that delegations reach 

an agreement about the use of pesticides 

so that future generations will not be 

affected as past generations have been.  
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PANORAMAS 

 

Europe - Austria, Bulgaria, France, 

Italy, Russian Federation, Spain, 

Estonia, Finland 

Pesticides are strictly regulated 

in European countries. In Europe, 

companies need to apply for approval of 

an active substance to a Member State. 

The application must contain supporting 

scientific information and studies. After 

this, the Member State evaluates this 

application, later, the EFSA (European 

Food Safety Authority) peer reviews the 

state assessment of the active substance 

or pesticide. Only after this entire 

process is a country member of the 

European Union allowed to use the 

substance. After an active substance or 

pesticide is approved by the EU and 

member countries, the pesticide is 

monitored through regular tests of 

pesticide residues on food, if there is a 

larger amount of residue than what is 

allowed by the EFSA, the product may 

be taken off the market. U regulation 

No 1107/2009 on the authorization of 

plant protection products specifies in 

article 67 that each farmer needs to 

register crops and pesticide use and 

keep these records. 

While pesticide record-keeping 

is also already under conditionality of 

the Common Agricultural Policy as the 

Food Law (Regulation No 178/2002) 

and its associated rules, in this case, 

Regulation No 183/2005 on feed 

hygiene which in its Annex I, section II, 

(2) (a) states that “feed operators must, 

in particular, keep records on any use of 

plant protection products and biocides”. 

This long and complex process is a 

proof of how European nations take 

their pesticide control seriously and 

means that it is difficult for other 

countries to import their products, as the 

active substance needs to be approved 

by the EFSA and member states before 

being sold to the European public. This 

notion of safety is extremely present in 

Scandinavian countries and Northen 

Europe in general, in which numerous 

movements are supporting biological 

produce sale.  

Spain, France, Italy, and 

Germany are by far the biggest 

consumers of pesticides in the European 

Union (EU). The four countries, which 

cover almost half of the EU’s 
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agricultural market, accounted for 79% 

of pesticide sales in 2016, according 

to that Spain, France, Italy, and 

Germany are by far the biggest 

consumers of pesticides in the European 

Union (EU). The four countries, which 

cover almost half of the EU’s 

agricultural market, accounted for 79% 

of pesticide sales in 2016, according to 

data released by statistics body Eurostat 

on Mondaya released by statistics body 

Eurostat on Monday. Still, The use of 

pesticides on average in Europe did not 

decrease in recent years despite much 

debate on the sustainability of 

agriculture and despite the entering on 

the market of pesticides that can be used 

at a low dose. In 2016 almost 400,000 

tonnes of pesticides were sold in 

Europe, with the vast majority used in 

the agricultural sector. 

 

Central and North America - 

Canada, Nicaragua, USA, Mexico, 

Trinidad, and Tobago 

Central America: Central 

America uses more pesticides on a per 

capita basis — one and a half kilograms 

of pesticides per person per year — than 

any other region in the world, according 

to the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO). Imports of 

pesticides rose from 20 million 

kilograms per year in 1992 to nearly 50 

million kilograms in 1998, an all-time 

high. And notably, some of the 

pesticides used in Central America have 

been judged dangerous enough to be 

banned in the United States and Europe. 

Through PLAGSALUD — the Project 

on Occupational and Environmental 

Aspects of Exposure to Pesticides in the 

Central American Isthmus — PAHO is 

helping countries in the region to reduce 

pesticide poisoning and promoting 

educational efforts and alternative 

agricultural methods. The goals of this 

project, initiated in 1994, include 

reducing pesticide-related disorders by 

50 percent by 2005 and supporting the 

implementation of sustainable 

agriculture alternatives.  

North America: Pesticide Action 

Network North America (PAN North 

America), works to replace the use of 

hazardous pesticides with ecologically 

sound and socially just alternatives. Our 

focus is on eliminating the production 

and use of the worst pesticides; 

advancing regulations that are based on 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20181015-1
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the precautionary principle; promoting 

and protecting locally controlled, 

ecologically based food systems, and 

ending corporate control of the food and 

farming system. 

 

South America - Brazil, Chile, 

Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, 

Uruguay, Venezuela, Nicaragua.  

Latin America, a major pesticide 

market in the world, has not fully 

recovered from the crisis in recent 

years, but the regulatory environment, 

pesticide policies, and regulations are 

undergoing significant changes, 

especially in Brazil, according to 

Christina Xie of AgroPages. with. 

According to her, the entry into force of 

the new government and the imminent 

introduction of a new pesticide law, the 

Brazilian pesticide industry should 

inaugurate a new stage of development 

under the influence of a series of 

favorable policies. 

Brazil and the United States are 

equal in pesticide consumption, despite 

the difference in population and 

cultivated agricultural area. The two 

countries account for 18% of the total 

pesticides used in the world, according 

to a report by the Swiss non-

governmental organization Public Eye 

released yesterday (22), with 2017 data. 

The country distribution is completed 

by the European Union, with 13% of the 

total. and by China and Argentina, with 

11% each. Less than one-third of 

pesticides (29%) is consumed by all 

other countries in the world. 

Between 2009 and 2013, 

Paraguay quintupled its importation of 

pesticides, which caused the United 

Nations Organization (UN) to express 

its concern and recommend the country 

to regulate the use of these products. 

 

Asia - Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, 

Vietnam, India 

The Asian market for pesticides 

and other agricultural chemicals already 

accounts for 40% of the global pesticide 

market, according to the October 2017 

Asia Pesticide and Other Agricultural 

Chemicals Report, prepared by French 

consultancy Report Linker, based in 

Lyon. The Asian market grew by 4% 

year-on-year and is expected to grow at 

a 5% annual rate next season. 
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As with fertilizers, application 

rates for chemical pesticides are highest 

in industrialized countries, reflecting the 

low cost of farm inputs about farm 

incomes. Application rates in Vietnam, 

for example, are around 1.0 kg/ha (a.i.), 

compared to 11.8 kg/ha in Korea and 

19.4 kg/ha in Japan. Application rates in 

Taiwan ROC are even higher than in 

Japan. In all three industrialized 

countries, pesticide use has been 

declining in recent years. The same is 

also true of Iran, where pesticide use 

fell by 74% between 1990 and 1995. 

Improved cultural practices and 

biological control combined with 

minimum levels of pesticide gave very 

effective pest control. The fact that 

yields in Iran remained stable over this 

period demonstrates the importance of 

IPM programs. In contrast, levels of 

pesticide use in other less industrialized 

countries generally show an increasing 

trend, although consumption levels are 

still relatively low. 

 

Middle East - Macedonia, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Jordan, 

Pakistan, North Macedonia.  

Farmers in the Middle East and 

North Africa are facing roadblocks 

exporting their crops to Western 

countries because of the pesticides they 

use. This is despite the fact many of 

these chemicals are manufactured by 

companies based in Europe and North 

America. 

A study published last year 

found that countries in the Middle East 

and North Africa are in a "prime 

location" to export food to Europe, 

many are unable to meet safety 

standards. 

Poorer countries don't 

manufacture pesticides locally. They are 

either made by Western companies that 

have the expertise or if a chemical's 

patent is expired, they are often 

produced by manufacturers in India or 

China. 

There is a global standard, the 

Codex Alimentarius, that serves as a 

baseline for ensuring food safety and 

creates fairness in international trade. 

But individual countries and regions 

still set their standards, which can be 

more rigorous than the codex and result 

in discrepancies. 
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Chlorpyrifos, a pesticide widely 

used in farming, is one example of such 

uneven policies. The U.S. government 

is appealing a federal court order 

banning its use, but it is legal in Jordan 

and other countries. 

 

Africa - Algeria, Benin, Cabo Verde, 

Cameroon, Congo, Cote D'Ivoire, 

Egypt, Kenya, Lesotho, South Africa, 

South Sudan, Sudan, Zambia  

Africa is quickly developing a 

dependency on agricultural pesticides. 

For many years, the number of 

pesticides sold in Africa ( less than four 

percent of global pesticide trade) meant 

that this market was largely ignored. 

However, in recent years the 

widespread adoption of agricultural 

pesticides has paved the way for 

pesticide manufacturers and merchants 

to enter the growing African market. As 

agricultural pesticides have become 

more common, the most harmful 

aspects include weak or non-existent 

regulation and poor knowledge of 

pesticide hazards among users. Africa’s 

widespread adoption of pesticides is 

troubling because it suggests there is an 

abundance of new users who are 

typically unaware of the consequences 

of pesticide use, even when used 

properly. Without regulation and 

adequate training/capacity building of 

farmers, Africa is at risk of widespread 

pesticide poisoning. 

In general, it is accepted that most 

African governments do not have 

adequate resources to prevent 

environmental contamination from 

pesticide use. Consequently, increased 

reliance on pesticides has led to the 

contamination of African freshwater 

sources and has threatened wildlife, 

including many endangered species. 

Organisms beneficial to humans, such 

as honeybees, are also negatively 

impacted by the increasingly 

widespread use of pesticides in Africa.  

It is widely believed that the 

number of pests (insect and plant 

species) that have become resistant to 

synthetic pesticides has been 

multiplying in the past few decades. 

Perhaps the scariest form of pest 

resistance in Africa concerns malaria. 

On one hand, the over-reliance on a few 

types of insecticide formulations has led 

to an increase in pesticide-resistant 

mosquitoes, an important vector for 
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malaria. On the other hand, the over-

reliance on chloroquine to treat victims 

of malaria has led to chloroquine-

resistant forms of malaria. Together, the 

two forms of resistance make it harder 

to prevent malaria from spreading in 

Africa. 

 

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Apart from all that has been 

discussed and reported in this guide. 

Each one of you has the ability to 

deepen the knowledge of the country 

that you will represent. It is crucial to 

keep in mind that this topic has as its 

background the possible implications of 

pesticide use and recognize its global 

importance since it deals with the lives 

of all living beings on Earth. 

This theme was chosen for its 

upcoming interest over the lasts 

decades. Moreover, it is vital that each 

one of you stays updated for more 

resources that will contribute to the 

debate. Aware of the challenges you are 

about to encounter in the forthcoming 

days, as well as confident of your ability 

and commitment, we wish you good 

studies and a good debate that you will 

certainly gain even more to this 

experience.  

 

POSITION PAPER 

The Position Paper is an official 

document in which each delegate must expose 

its statement regarding the theme of 

discussion, representing the interests and 

objectives of the represented country in 

relation with the agreements and specific 

contributions within the FAO Committee.  

The Paper must respect the basic 

norms of ABNT (Brazilian Association of 

Technical Norms), such as  

 Font: Times New Roman; // 

Size: 12pt; // Text Color: 

Black;  

 A4 Paper; // Spacing: 1,5pt // 

Paragraph Spacing: 0pt;  

 Margin: 2cm - left, right, upper, 

bottom // Justified;  

 Coat of Arms or National 

Emblem of the State on the 

Upper Right Corner - in case of 

Committees that are not States, 

such as representatives, use 

only the Committee logo on the 

Upper Left Corner;  
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 Committee logo on the Upper 

Left Corner - in case of no logo, 

it’s allowed to use the 

Committee Flag or in case of a 

Presidential Office, use the 

State’s Coat of Arms;  

 Official State name between the 

Emblem/Coat of Arms and the 

Committee logo, centralized, in 

bold and caps lock;  

 Delegates’ signature on Bottom 

Right Corner, on top of a line 

that indicates the official 

position underneath (example: 

Ambassador, Head of State, 

etc.);  

 The name must be the name of 

the actual representative of the 

organ, in case this information 

is not available the student can 

put it’s own name.  

 The Position Paper must be 1 

page only.  

To elaborate on the documents, you 

could answer the following questions:  

• What is your foreign 

policy and how does your 

country handle it? 

• Does your country has 

any policy regulations on 

the 

exportation/importation 

of food with pesticides? 

• Is combating the use of 

pesticides an important 

matter on your foreign 

and domestic policies?  

• Does your country see 

pesticides as hazardous to 

health? 

Those questions are for research 

guidance only. The Paper must be elaborated 

in a discursive way, not question/answer way. 

The use of first-person verbs must be avoided 

and styles such as bold, italic and underline. 

Remember it is a formal document, therefore 

it is not allowed the use of colloquial language 

structures.  

Do not forget to attend the foreign 

policy of the represented State when 

elaborating the document for incoherences on 

official positions.  

The practice of plagiarism is a 

crime. If plagiarism is detected in any 

delegation’s Paper, it will have its document 

annulled and its Paper scored zero in the 

assessment. Try to do the document with your 
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own words to avoid problems and provide 

academic progress.  
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